FTAXP https://doi.org/10.52536/2788-5860.2023-2.05
11.15.37

Arman Kassymbayev', Galym Malik’
'PhD students of Al-Farabi Kazakh National University,
email: galim.malik@mail.ru
’PhD students of Al-Farabi Kazakh National University,
email: 1251546@mail.ru
(Almaty, Kazakhstan)

GLOBALIZATION AND LANGUAGE POLICY:
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Abstract. The article examines the patterns of the influence of globalization
on language processes in the world and analyzes the interaction of language policy
and globalization The proposed paper has demonstrated that English is the language
of globalization and how this factor affects changes in the states’ language policies.
The article underlines that Chinese may become the world language in the long-term
perspective. It was determined that globalization is not only a threat to the national
policy of preserving one's own identity, however at the same time an opportunity for
a number of countries to integrate into the global system of distribution of economic
benefits since globalization provides an equal opportunity for all participants in the
«free market». In addition, authors considered Kazakhstan's experience of integration
into the world economic system that changed some aspects of language policy was also
considered.
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Apman Kacsimo0aes, Faabim Madsik
KAhAHJAHY KOHE TIJI CASACATBI: MOCEJIEJIEP MEH
MYMKIHAIKTEP

Awnarna. Maxkanajia sxkahanganyiblH oiaeMzeri TUIMIK IpOLEcTepre acep ery
3aHIBUTBIKTApEl KapacThIpeIIamel. Tim cascatsl MeH kahaHmaHynblH e3apa ic-
KUMBUIBIHA Talay jkacanasl. Makama aschlHAA aFbUIIIBIH TiTiHIH XahaHTaHABIK Tl
eKeHJIIT1 JKoHe OyJI TUIIIH MEMIIEKeTTep JaMYBIHBIH TULMIK BEKTOPBIHBIH ©3repyiHe
KaJlail acep eTETIHAIr JaieIMeH KepceTineai. Makanaga KplTald TiT ajabic Mep3imii
MepPCIeKTHBAIA SJIEMIIK TUIre aifHaIybl MYMKIH eKeHairi aran etuire. Kahaunany tek
WITTBIK casicarka Kayil TOHAIpiN KoMMai OHJarbl YITTHIH ©31H/AIK Olpereifsirine Kayin
KEeJITIPETIHIr aHBIKTAJ/bI, COHBIMEH Oipe OipKarap eNep/iH QJIEMJIK JKylere eHy
MYMKIHJIIT1 alThIIaIbI, OWTKEHI kahaHIaHy epKiH HAPBIKTHIH OAPIIBIK KaThICYIIbLIAPEI
YIIIH TeH MYMKIHIIIKTI KaMTaMachl3 eTeli. bynaH 0acka, Till cascaThIHBIH BEKTOPHIH
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©3repTy apKbUIbI OJICMJIIK 3KOHOMHUKAJIBIK JKYHEre MHTCTPALUSIIAYIbIH Ka3aKCTaH IbIK
TOXIpHuOeci J1e Kapasibl.

Tyitin ce30ep: min cascamol, Kazipei dxcahanoany, azeliublH Mili, GbLIWbIH MITIHIK
2€2eMOHUACYL, KblMAatl mii, Heonubepanoblk uo0eonrocus.

Apman KacbimbaeB, Mauk I'anbim
INMIOBAJIM3AIIUA H  S3BIKOBASI IMOJIMTUKA: BbI3OBbI H
BO3MOXHOCTH

Annoranusi. Ctarhsi paccMaTpuBaeT 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH BIIUSIHUS [VI00aIn3aluy Ha
SI3BIKOBBIE Mpoliecchl B Mupe. [IpoBeneH aHanm3 B3auMoAeHCTBUS S3bIKOBOI MOJUTHUKHI
u miobanu3auuy. B pamkax crarbu ObLIO JI0KAa3aHO, YTO aHIVIMHCKHUN SI3BIK SIBIISETCS
SI3BIKOM INI00AJITM3ALIUH, U TO, KaK JJaHHBIH S3bIK BIIMSIET HA NU3MEHEHHS SI36IKOBOT'O BEKTOPa
pa3BUTHS TOCYAApCTB. B cTarhe oTMeuaeTcs, YT0 MUPOBBIM S3BIKOM B AAJIbHECPOUYHOI
MIEPCIIEKTHBE MOXKET CTaTh KUTAWCKUI s3bIK.  BBUTO ompezmeneHo, 4To rmiodann3anus
— 9TO HE TOJBKO Yrpo3a s HAMOHATBHOW TMOJHTUKHA COXPAHEHHUS COOCTBCHHOM
WIEHTUYHOCTH, HO U BO3MOXKHOCTb JUISl Psiia CTpaH BCTPOUTHCS B MUPOBYIO CHCTEMY
pactipenieneHusi SKOHOMHYECKHX OJlar, IOCKONBKY Tio0anmm3amus oOecIeunBaeT
PaBHYIO BO3MOKHOCTB JJISI BCEX YYACTHHKOB CBOOOIHOTO phIHKAa. Kpome Toro, ObIT
paccmotpeH u KazaxcTaHCKUi ONBIT MHTEIPALUK B MUPOBYIO SKOHOMHUYECKYIO CUCTEMY
MTOCPE/ICTBOM M3MEHEHUS BEKTOPA S3BIKOBOH MOTUTHKH.

Kniouegvie cnosa: s3v1k06as NOIUMUKA, COBPEMEHHAsL 2N00ANU3AYUS, AHSTULCKULL
SA3bIK, 2€2EMOHUS AHSIULICKO20 S3bIKA, KUMALCKULL A3bIK, HEOMUOEPATbHASL UOEONT02Us.

Introduction

Globalization is an integral part of the current processes of the world order. As
a comprehensive process globalization has a significant impact on the language
policy of states at the present stage of the development [1]. Due to the fact
that globalization is a universal part of social, economic, cultural, and political
processes. Globalization as socio—political phenomenon has been the subject of
considerable debate. [1]. Thus, a number of authors consider globalization as an
obvious dominance of the English language in non-English-speaking countries
ofthe world. [2]. In turn Tollefson notes the fact that the hegemony of the English
language is based on the development of science and technology of the Anglo-
Saxon states. Consequently, non - English-speaking countries are forced to react
sharply by adapting their language policy to the technological challenges of our
time. In this regard globalization serves as a driving force for strengthening the
position of the English language as the language of globalization.

The comprehensive importance of using English as an instrument of
international communication combined with the significant impact of
globalization on non-English-speaking countries has led to the dominance
of English in the world [3]. The challenge is the fact that most modern states
marginalize their own languages in favor of the demands of globalization. Crucial
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importance in this matter is that English as a key instrument of mediation in the
process of globalization, which is not their native language.

Nevertheless, English as the language of globalization is connected with the
factthat over the past thirty years anumber of countries have faced a technological
collapse namely the technological underdevelopment of their internal potential,
which in turn has led to the significant use of English as the language of world
communication. This language allows you to open access to information and
above all technology transfer, which makes it possible to improve the economic
and social situation of the population of a particular country.

The language policy of any non-English-speaking state faces the problem
of using English. Thus, their own language policy based on the use of English
leads to inequality among the population in various fields of human activity:
communication, education, science, and knowledge production [4].

More specifically, the introduction of language planning in historically
non-English-speaking regions has served as a catalyst for bilingual research
and the role of bilingualism in solving linguistic problems resulting from
language contact [5]. De Swann presented a three-level hierarchical structure
of world languages to explain the global demand for English. He placed most
of the world's languages at the base of this constellation, identified twelve
"supercentral" languages (one of which is Russian) at the next level and
allocated the top position to English, which is the only "hypercentral" language.
Subsequently, this hierarchical system was used to show that native speakers
tend to learn languages located at higher levels, with English being preferred
[6]. Although this framework explains how demand for English has formed,
it does not fully describe how supply fuels demand, how demand creates the
potential to suppress other languages, and how demand contributes to language
shift and English hegemony.

Research methodology

The methodology of the work is based on determining the specifics of the
object and subject of the study. The subject of the study is the peculiarities
of the functioning of language policy in the context of globalization.
Globalization is a complex multi-level process that requires a comprehensive
methodological approach in the condition of studying various aspects of this
subject. The methodology of this research includes various general scientific
methods: induction, and deduction, synthesis, and analysis. In addition, the
dialectical method plays a key role in the study, which allows us to consider the
phenomenon of globalization of language processes as a pattern of development
of the language landscape on a global scale. And the methods of formal logic
were used to study the patterns of changes in the functioning of linguistic trends
in the context of globalization.

This study is based on the foundations of the neoclassical linguistic method,
which allows summing up the methodological foundations of pluralism and
the synergetic unity of several theoretical concepts. In turn, historical and
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comparative methods made it possible to study the models of language policies
in different regions of the world and how these language paradigms are changing
under the influence of globalization; "intertemporal"” comparison made it
possible to identify common and distinctive features and classify approaches to
identifying the sources of language policy in various countries of the world. The
systematic method is aimed at studying current political trends in the context of
globalization.

The key method was the synchronic approach of sociolinguistics, which
made it possible to analyze the globalization of language changes as a process
occurring at a certain point in time. While the diachronic method provided an
opportunity to consider the globalization of language trends in a full historical
perspective starting with the emergence of globalization as a socio-political
phenomenon and ending with the stages of evolution throughout the history of
globalization.

The main part

First of all, the sphere of language policy is associated with interference
and control by the authorities on the language processes in any states of the
world. Language policy is determined explicitly or implicitly by state bodies,
members of civil society, political and social institutions, enclaves, and simply
representatives of local communities in order to preserve the low-level linguistic
space or change the linguistic field to transform the behavior of various speakers
of a particular language at the local, regional or national levels. [7].

In modern political sociolinguistics there are two levels of language policy are
distinguished: the macro level and the micro level. The macro-level is aimed at
forming a national policy in the field of formal regulation of language processes
in the state. The status of the language is determined by official laws and acts
of state bodies. In turn, the microlevel is characteristic of informal practice. Its
application is observed in the activities of individuals, various groups of the
population, families when these members of society interact at a domestic or
professional level. [8].

One of the key representatives of political sociolinguistics is Robert Phillipson
who notes the influence on the sovereign language policies of various states of
the world through the widespread use of English. Thus, this author comes to
the conclusion that the English language occupies a dominant position in the
world, which in turn is a significant challenge for the national policy of language
planning for individual states.

R. Phillipson notes that English is the most important part of modern
globalization. R. Phillipson puts the following meanings into the definition of
globalization is the processes of aggressive capitalism after the collapse of the
USSR, financial restructuring, «mcdonalization», and subsequent militarization.
An important feature of globalization is the dominance of the English language
as well as NATO's special military operations to maintain peace and harmony.
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R. Phillipson notes that the use of ubiquitous English does not lead to a simple
copying of Western values. Nevertheless, British culture and US corporate
interests influence on the formation of the dominance of the US hegemony in non-
English-speaking states. Consequently, it leads to the marginalization of other
sovereign languages. Moreover, there is a tendency that the growing popularity
of the English language is undoubtedly related to the economic and financial
situation of the United States in various parts of the world. This is explained by
the fact that the English language and its dissemination is associated with the
so-called "ecology of language" paradigm, which is based on cultural diversity
and equally provides equivalent rights for all native speakers of this language,
protecting the interests of equality and human rights as a counterweight to the
free market.

The ecology of language requires specific efforts, starting from the local
and ending with the global level. The ecology of language policy requires
a full understanding of the consequences of the linguistic dominance of a
particular language in the world taking into account the consequences for the
local language. This trend is characteristic of all non-English-speaking states,
therefore, when introducing language policy in the context of globalization it
is necessary to take into account linguistic imperialism, which causes serious
damage to national identity. In this regard, the question arises about the equality
of languages in a global format or the ecology of the languages of non-English-
speaking States. Thus, Phillipson argues that efforts should be made to preserve
the status of a local (national) language due to the fact that English is gaining
widespread popularity or global expansion in particular over the past fifty years.
Therefore, the status of the concept of ecology of local languages acquires an
essential position, which will make it possible to suspend the expansion of
the hegemony of the English language. Moreover, Phillipson insists that local
authorities can strengthen the economic attractiveness of their territory in order
to improve the social situation of the population. These actions should ensure
the protection of linguistic sovereignty and increase the importance of local
(national) languages. By the way, according to Philipson that it is important to
establish local production and ensure economic freedom by introducing a free
market policy. Consequently, these efforts will ensure the ecology of national
languages and ensure the preservation of national identity. This call is for a
basic change in the current global financial situation (and not for finding an
alternative to the role played by English in global economic activity), which
has a significant bearing on the importance of national languages; nevertheless,
the national language consists of a long list of items that are not ordered and
prioritized in any consistent way.

Does the ecology of local languages imply economic liberalization of
national economies to ensure equal access for all native speakers to the free
market? English unlike local languages provides access to the free market. The
concept of language ecology is invested with the importance of democratization
and market liberalization. However, a number of states with "local languages"
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are characterized by an undemocratic regime of government, which does not
allow creating conditions for economic liberalization. Which in turn leads to
the dominance of the English language and the status of the local language
is experiencing the effect of marginalization in the economic, technological,
scientific spheres.

The concept of linguistic ideology may become a challenge for national
states. The factor of the importance of the English language is undoubtedly
globalization, which allows access to the world economy and the global
capitalist market [9]. At the same time, English is becoming the language of
mobility for large groups of the population on a global scale. This mobility gives
native English speakers access to building their own careers in the non-national
corporations of world-class business [10].

The overwhelming number of experts came to the conclusion that the
importance of the English language is overestimated on a global scale due to
the fact that the economic hegemony of the English language is in an uncertain
position. The fact of overestimating the importance and status of the English
language is caused by the growing importance of local languages. There
is a process of regionalization between countries and specific regions of the
world. This trend is due to the gradual development of the Chinese "Mandarin"
language, Spanish, Arabic. These languages have a significant impact not
only at the regional level, but also in other parts of the world. China began to
strengthen its position in the region thanks to the Chinese language and economic
growth is determined the importance of the development of this language [11].
China as a promising global economic power has provided the conditions for
the Chinese language to become more widespread as a regional and global
language. Chinese is an important factor in employment in East and Southeast
Asia and other regions that are popular with the Chinese population. There is
a trend that more and more workers with knowledge of several languages are
required. These potential employees should know not only English, but also
Chinese in the Southeast Asian region. In this regard, there is an appearance of
a particularly linguistic element called a "language springboard", which allows
you to be more competitive in the labor market. Globalization has a significant
role on the labor market. If you do not know a single foreign language then
there is no opportunity for employment and for successful career growth [12].
The more languages a person knows, the more he is in demand both within his
country and abroad [12].

Modern globalization has determined the importance of not only the English
language, but also the Chinese language. The Chinese language is an important
and valuable tool for competitiveness in the market, while providing quite
significant mobility [13].

One of the directions in the study of language policy and globalization is the
ideology of the importance of learning a foreign language and the insignificance
of national languages. Knowledge of a foreign language in society causes social
differences as a factor of social and political tension within society. Native
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speakers of national languages lose the possibility of labor mobility and are
forced to suffer losses economically than people who speak foreign languages.
Language ideologies reflect the values that are characteristic of its native
speaker. These values construct a personality on an individual or group level.
These values are reflected in the formation of hierarchy in society. Therefore,
globalization only reinforces these divergences of intra-group interactions on an
institutional scale.

Linguistic ideologies are a projector of a person's beliefs about the
importance of different languages, which provide the benefits of language in
communication between people. Such use of language forms the discourse of
the social format of relations. In this sense, the discourse of neoliberalism stands
out, which defends the idea of interaction of global capital, goods, services, and
cooperation of individuals at the transnational level by crossing national borders
[14]. Neoliberal ideologies formulate the positions of language as a means of
producing material goods. The language acts in this neoliberal context as a
commodity, and the functions of the language are determined by the currency
indicators of the stock market. Thus, at different levels of interaction, the
language is only a tool for currency transactions, where users of the language
live and work.

Proponents of neoliberal ideology argue that language is capital that is
associated with an individual user or product. This product is in demand and
supply on the market. At the same time, it is necessary to allocate human capital
and goods that are in demand. Capital and commodity are overlapping concepts.
However, a noticeable difference between these concepts is found in Byrne's
study on the relationship between employers and employees, in which the author
describes capital as "knowledge" and goods as "transaction". In accordance with
this discussion, this study attempts to consider human capital and a commodity
suitable for sale as interrelated but separate concepts, correlating human capital
with knowledge and abilities, and competitiveness with a marketable product
[15]. The view of language as human capital emphasizes language owners who
conceptualize themselves as owners of language skills, knowledge and abilities
as a source of self-development and life benefits.

During the meeting of the Assembly of Peoples of Kazakhstan the former
head of State N.A. Nazarbayev put forward the concept of three languages. In
addition, as part of the address to the people of Kazakhstan in 2007 was noted
the need to introduce a system of three languages. The trinity of languages has
become a response to the challenges of modern globalization. In this regard, a
policy of gradual introduction of a system of three languages was proposed. This
idea was based on the need for domestic policy, which was to form a language
policy for the next years of the development of the language landscape. According
to this project every citizen of the Republic of Kazakhstan should speak three
languages: English, Kazakh, and Russian. This innovation was supposed to
ensure the competitive ability of citizens. This will open up huge opportunities
for self-realization in front of a person, help him significantly expand his horizons
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and become as useful to his country as possible. This position of the President is
particularly clear from the point of view of global challenges. Today, knowledge
of languages helps to receive diverse and versatile information, using of the
Internet, establish business contacts, conclude profitable contracts, adequately
represent Kazakhstan on the world stage in any field of activity [16].

Thus, language is seen as a form of human capital (linguistic capital) that can
be used to access numerous life opportunities, such as employment, education,
travel, social relations or other benefits. Language learning can thus be
incorporated into their own human capital development project, which aims to
liberate their entrepreneurial freedom and improve their economic competition
in a tough neoliberal and competitive global economy.

Language is a product that is created and defined as a commodity in a free
competitive market by entrepreneurs and consumer choice, companies and
employers, as well as supply and demand.

Today's globalized world is threatened by mass migration, urbanization,
climate change, and etc. For this reason, the formation of a national language
policy is under very serious threat. Since globalization removes borders between
states, making the countries of the world transparent to each other. Globalization
is a huge challenge for any nation-state, there is a risk of the disappearance of
entire linguistic groups and the marginalization of the languages of national
minorities. Due to economic integration, countries are forced to interact with
other states. In the context of globalization processes Kazakhstan faces a number
of challenges, one of which is the need for "linguistic" support of the national
identity model.

Conclusion

The problem of understanding and interpreting language and globalization
has become a key problem in modern sociolinguistics. The problem has acquired
the status of significance only in a much more recent time since the last decade
of the twentieth century. In this regard, the expert communities have not formed
aunified point of view of understanding globalization in the context of language
processes in one or another part of the world. Moreover, there is a very complex
scientific picture of the world about the functioning of globalization as a number
of experts claim about the dynamism of the process. Therefore, descriptions
of the essential features of this phenomenon are summarized in a partial
understanding or in an intermittent description of the globalization process.
However, it is worth noting the fact that globalization should not be considered
from the point of view of the numerical dominance of the English language in
the public sphere. Preferences in the choice of types of language policy have
become noticeable. In the first place in the nation states came deacularization
and monolingualism supported by linguistic purism or neo-purism of the new
globalizing era [17].

The problem of globalization and language processes is that there is a constant
change of paradigms on a linguistic scale — the hegemony of one language is
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replaced by another. For example, UNESCO suggests that English in the world
ranking of languages will be replaced by Chinese. Due to the fact that native
speakers of the Chinese language are growing from year to year. There will
be a trend of mass mastering of the Chinese language, which in turn will lead
to a surge in the popularity of Chinese culture. Nevertheless, this prospect is
considered rather distantly.

According to S. Huntington, globalization is the interaction and contacts of
states and societies that may be at different levels of their existence. Globalization
as a ubiquitous process manifests itself in all spheres of interaction of society.
For example, economics, politics, medicine, finance, and technology are part
of a single process of universal globalization. Globalization affects not only the
everyday part of a person's life but can also become part of the mass worldview
of the community. The ideology of mass culture can be found in any corner
of the globe. Through such tools as mass media, advertising, TV shows, pop
music and pop culture. There is a broadcast of patterns of behavior that affects
the formation of value orientations of an individual and society as a whole [18].
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